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Summary

In this lesson plan students will demonstrate an understanding about the
origin of the “Mariachis” (musical group). Students will learn which
instruments they use for performing their music. They will learn that they
play songs for birthday celebrations, parties, weddings, serenades etc.
Students will view images of their suits.

Objectives

o Students will demonstrate an understanding of our Mexican musical
groups.

. Students will demonstrate their feelings and emotions when they hear
our Mexican music performed by these musical groups.

e  Students will share knowledge about the Mariachis’ origin and its
contribution to our Mexican music.

Procedure

Students will read all the information about the history of the mariachi. They
will hear the music and share their emotions and feelings when they hear
different songs. Even if they don’t understand all the meaning of the lyrics,
they could share their enthusiasm and what kind of emotion they feel when
they hear it.

First, they could cover their eyes using a scarf or closing their eyes, and move
with the rhythm of the music. Then, they could imagine what kind of drawing
they want to create. Next, give them a piece of paper and they will be ready to
draw, of course while hearing the music and transferring their emotion in
colors and pictures. It’s not necessary for them to make faces, landscapes, etc.
They could even only use colors. Let them be free.

Once the assignment is completed, share their drawings with the classroom
and tell about the emotions and feelings each drawing has, and let the
students write a title for their drawing.

Activity

Students will write a paragraph about the origin, history and instruments of
the Mariachis using the resources of the information they have in this project.
The best ones will be part of their exposition of drawings.



Extensions

Students can incorporate their drawings into an exposition in school, based on
the history of the mariachis using the drawings and music.

Materials

Mariachis Powerpoint
Mariachis on TIDES:
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOBOX1=mariachis+
mariachi&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=all
More Mariachis information online:
e http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/guadalajara/marhis.html (information in
English)
e http://www.perlademexico.com/Historia_del _mariachi.htm (information in
Spanish with music, calendar, pictures, instruments, video links)
CD player
Variety of CD’s of Mexican Mariachi music and songs OR
Music online:
e Pandora music radio: http://www.pandora.com/?tc=x-027256-0035-
1149&?searchFilter=artist&search=Mariachi+De+Mexico
e Mariachi CD samples at amazon.com http://www.amazon.com/Mariachi-
Mexico-Mexican-Band/dp/B000001VN1
e Viva Mexico Mariachi CD samples: http://www.vivamexicomariachi.com/

Art paper
Charcoal pencil
Pastels
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