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Lesson Plan Summary: It is important for students to have functional background knowledge of 
Mexico before reading the novel Esperanza Rising. Therefore, this lesson plan will focus on 
investigating different aspects of Mexican culture. Students will use the TIDES website to gain 
this information and to help set the mood for the story. In order to complete this lesson, students 
should have basic reading, writing, and computer skills. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 

Reading/Literary Response. The student expresses and supports responses to various types of 
texts. Connect, compare, and contrast ideas, themes, and issues across text (4-8). Including 
answering questions to connect ideas  

• Connect signs/messages to plot  
• Compare and contrast characters  
• Compare ideas  
• Compare themes  

Both within and across (paired) texts. Including recognizing theme as: the “central or 
dominating idea—the message implicit in a work. The theme is seldom stated directly. It is 
an abstract concept indirectly expressed through recurrent images, actions, characters, and 
symbols and must be inferred by the reader or spectator. Theme differs from subject in that 
theme is a comment, observation, or insight about the subject.  
TEKS §110.22. English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6. (b)(11)(D) 

 
Geography. The student uses maps, globes, graphs, charts, models, and databases to answer 
geographic questions. Pose and answer questions about geographic distributions and patterns 
for selected world regions and countries shown on maps, graphs, charts, models, and 
databases.  Five themes of geography:  

• Movement 
• Region 
• Human environment Interaction 
• Location 
• Place 

TEKS §113.22. Social Studies, Grade 6. (b)(3)(B) 
 
 

Materials:  
 

Images of Mexico on TIDES:  
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=all&CISOBOX1=Mexico&CISOFIEL
D1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP2=exact&CISOBOX2=&CISOFIELD2=CISOSEARCHAL

http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=all&CISOBOX1=Mexico&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP2=exact&CISOBOX2=&CISOFIELD2=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP3=any&CISOBOX3=photograph&CISOFIELD3=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP4=none&CISOBOX4=&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Digital&t=a
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=all&CISOBOX1=Mexico&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP2=exact&CISOBOX2=&CISOFIELD2=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP3=any&CISOBOX3=photograph&CISOFIELD3=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP4=none&CISOBOX4=&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Digital&t=a


L&CISOOP3=any&CISOBOX3=photograph&CISOFIELD3=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP4
=none&CISOBOX4=&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Digital&t=a 

 
Anticipation Guide – 1 per student 
Teacher Laptop 
Teacher projector 
COWS (Computers on Wheels) – 1 laptop per student 
Post-It Notes – 1 per student 

 
 
Directions:  
 

1. Ask the students to think about what it would be like to come to America for the first 
time. What is one thing that they think would be very confusing? How would they 
explain this strange new thing to a newcomer? Have students write these explanations in 
their journals.  
 

2. After students have had a chance to respond, take about 10 minutes to share responses. 
Point out to students that just because something is easy for us to use, it may be hard for a 
newcomer. We know how to use almost everything in America. Even if we don’t, most 
things have instructions, but they are usually in English. Discuss all of these obstacles. 
 

3. Explain to the students that today they are going to research different cultural aspects of 
Mexico through the TIDES site. All of these areas will be significant in the story 
Esperanza Rising. 
 

4. Before handing out the computers, give each student a post-it note. Have each person 
write down one rule they remember about using the laptop computers. Have them switch 
post-it notes with a partner and check their answers. Review some of the answers and 
then pass out the laptop computers. 
 

5. Hand out the Anticipation Guide to the students. Instruct them on how to navigate to the 
TIDES website. Explain that the students are not to navigate from this page. Depending 
on the student’s familiarity with the site, the teacher may choose to do number one on the 
anticipation guide with the students. 
 

6. The students will tell their elbow partner one new thing they learned about Mexico today. 
 

7. Independent Practice: The students will complete the Anticipation Guide. 
 
 
Enrichment: Students can choose one of the pictures they saw today in their research. They can 
print out the picture and paste it into their journal. Then they can write a one page response to the 
picture. 
 
 
Remediation:  

http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=all&CISOBOX1=Mexico&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP2=exact&CISOBOX2=&CISOFIELD2=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP3=any&CISOBOX3=photograph&CISOFIELD3=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP4=none&CISOBOX4=&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Digital&t=a
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=all&CISOBOX1=Mexico&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP2=exact&CISOBOX2=&CISOFIELD2=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP3=any&CISOBOX3=photograph&CISOFIELD3=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOOP4=none&CISOBOX4=&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Digital&t=a


• ESL students can work with a partner 
• SPED students can work with a partner, CM/resource per mods 

 
 
Assessment/Rubrics: Anticipation Guide 
 
 
Resources: The Children’s Theatre Company “Student/Teacher Study Guide.” 



Name: ______________________________________  Date: ________________ 
 

Esperanza Rising – Anticipation Guide 
 

Directions: You will be using your laptop to search the Tides website. On this site you will see 
many artifacts that will help set the mood for the story. Answer all of the questions in complete 
sentences. 
 

1. Go to the TIDES site: http://tides.sfasu.edu 
2. Click on Community 
3. Click on Advanced Search 

 
1. Type the word altar into the search box. Find the picture of the Altar to the Virgin of 

Guadalupe in the Church of the Virgin of Guadalupe in Real de Catorce. Look at all the 
details in the picture. Write down three reflections that come to mind when you see this 
photo. 

a. ________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________ 

c. ________________________________________________________________ 

2. In the search box in the upper right hand corner, type the word Aguascalientes. There are 
3 pages of pictures. Take the time to look at all the pictures on all three pages. Write a 
one paragraph (4-5 complete sentences) reflection about your thoughts on this city. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Why do you think an altar will be important to this story? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Why do you think Aguascalientes is a significant city in this story? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://tides.sfasu.edu/


5. In the search box in the upper right hand corner, type in the word fruit. Look at both 
pages of the pictures of fruit from Mexico. Compare and contrast the fruit sold in Mexico 
and the fruit sold in the U.S. How is it the same? How is it different? Write down the 
characteristics you notice in the chart below. 

 
Fruit in Mexico Fruit in the U.S. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
6. What role do you think fruit will play in this story? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. In the search box in the upper right hand corner, type in the word train. Look at all the 

pictures of the different types of trains and train stations. What are two new things you 
learned from these pictures? 

a. ________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. Why do you think trains will be important in this story? Make your prediction. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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