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Third Grade Science-Animals and their Habitats 
 

Animal Groups 
Organisms and Populations 

 
Michigan Benchmark 5: Ecosystems  SCI.III.5.E.2  (Interdependence) 
 
Goal #1 The student will know that there are many kinds of living things, 
that they are interdependent and are constantly changing. 
  
Objectives: 
 
 The student will be able to: 
 a.  state that an organism is any living thing; a thing that can carry on 
 all the activities of life. 
 b.  state that a population is more than one of the same organism in 
 the same place. 
 c. use a dictionary, an encyclopedia and a synonym finder to label 
 populations of organisms. 
 d. isolate populations and compare the size of the organisms to the 
 size of the populations.  Little organisms usually have bigger 
 populations. 
 
Students will use the science process by classifying, sequencing, inferring, 
predicting and communicating. 
 
Students will develop research and dictionary skills. 
 
Math:  Students will: 
 plot data on bar graph 
 compare quantities from bar graphs 
 read bar graphs 
 
 
Focus:  What comparisons can we make with organisms and populations? 
 
Lesson:  Ask the children what they know about organisms.  Elicit responses 
from the class.  Expand on their definitions and give examples.   Explain that 
an organism is any living thing.  It is not limited to just animals.  Do the 

 



 

same with populations.  Define a population as a group of more than one of 
the same organism in the same place.  At this time, direct them to examples 
of populations on the tides site.  (colony of ants ?, flamingos,  pelicans, 
cormorants--all Celestun--20, 19, 50,  fish ?, vultures Dzibilchaltun 15 of 31, 
frogs Hacienda Yaxcopoil 8 of 27  and any other pictures of populations of 
animals).  As a group, generate a list of organisms and populations.  Some 
populations to consider are as follows:  army, colony, gaggle, knot, nest, 
pod, school, warren, bed, gray, herd, litter, pack, pride, swarm, bevy, flock, 
hive, muster, parliament, rookery, troop. 
 
Websites:  www.npwrc.usgs.gov./about/faqs/animals/names.htm
 
www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/animals/Animalbabies.shtml
  
These websites provide extensive lists of animals and their population titles. 
Ask the children what resources we can use to find the name of a group of 
organisms (a population of specific organisms), or the name of an organism, 
when given the population.  Encourage responses such as peers, dictionary, 
parents, teacher, encyclopedia, computer… 
 
Tell the children they are going on a scavenger hunt to collect information.  
They will work in groups of four or five children per group to “hunt” for 
information.  In various areas of the classroom, set up dictionaries, 
Zoobooks, Ranger Rick magazines, animal posters and cards, expository 
books on various animals, and websites that are appropriate for the topic. 
Assign each group of students three or four organisms for their hunt. Give 
each group a sheet.  Explain guidelines and give examples for small medium 
and large sizes. There must be group consensus.  Discuss the problems that 
would occur if everyone used a different size scale. 
 
Upon completion of collecting the data, children record their information. 
All organisms and populations are recorded on the corresponding columns. 
Bring the class together as a group and fill out the last column on the chart 
(the size relationship between organism and populations).  Synthesize the 
information for the whole group, recording tally marks for each size 
relationship.  Last, either in groups, independently or as a whole class, create 
a bar graph and analyze the results. To create a bar graph, use the y axis for 
the quantity, and the x axis for the size relationships--s.s (small organism-
large population), s.m,  s.l, m.s, m.m, m.l, l.s, l.m, l.l.   To simplify, you 
could eliminate the medium category.  Encourage the class to look for 
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patterns.  Is there a correlation to the size of the organism and the size of the 
population? (Hopefully, an inverse relationship will be evident--the smaller 
the organism, the larger the population; the larger the organism, the smaller 
the population--usually). 
 
Extend:  Students choose a population to research further.  They can look for 
group dynamics and habits. 
   
 
Give the children a word search of animal populations.  Have them match to 
organism listed on the same page. If you want to create your own word 
search, go to:   
http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/WordSearchSetupForm.html
 
 
 
 
Simplify:  Work in groups to make corresponding  puzzle pieces of  
organisms and populations.  Children match up puzzle pieces and create a 
class set . 
 
Have children work in pairs to look up populations in the dictionary. 
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Scavenger Hunt 
 

 

Name of  
organism 

Size of 
organism 

Name of 
population 

Size of 
population 

Relationship 
of the size 
bbbetwo 

Example: blade 
of grass  

small field large 
 
 

S~L 
small~large 

Example: wolf large pack small L~S 
large~small 

     

     

     

     

 
 
** It’s important to agree as a class what would be the size 
of something small, medium and large before starting the 
search. 
 
S=small   m=medium  l=large 
 

 

 



 

Word Search:  Organisms and Populations 
 
 

S Y Y S N N E P T P F A K W V 
 

T N R X C P R I D E R G C M Z 
 

A S E K P H V G W M P L O G N 
 

C N K O P M O A Y Y C W L A B 
 

K N O T M P R O K C A P F G V 
 

T R O A T R O Y L Y D X V G K 
 

T N R E E E N D V M B V W L K 
 

V S E N B O P E G P R X U E N 
 

G X K M L T B G E U O A T Z H 
 

T P R O A R E T S U M Y W S I 
 

K S C V L I T T E R B A V S V 
 

A L E Y W F L H J X E R C H E 
 

A R C N T R V R E K D D X F N 
 

U N C T Q Q D U A R M P B U A 
 

J T Y F F H L Q K P D P D D K 
 
 
        ARMY COLONY GAGGLE  KNOT NEST POD 
 SCHOOL  WARREN BED  DRAY HERD LITTER 
PACK PRIDE SWARM  BEVY FLOCK  HIVE
 MUSTER  PARLIAMENT ROOKERY TROOP  

 
 

 



 

Name____________________ 
 
 
Match the Population and the organism. 
 
ARMY/_______________  NEST/____________________ 
 
COLONY/_____________  WARREN/_________________ 
 
BED/__________________  ROOKERY/________________ 
 
GAGGLE/______________  TROOP/___________________ 
 
KNOT/_________________  PRIDE/____________________ 
 
HERD/________________  SWARM/__________________ 
 
DRAY/________________  MUSTER/_________________ 
 
BEVY/_______________  PACK/____________________ 
 
FLOCK/_______________  POD/______________________ 
 
HIVE/__________________  LITTER/____________________ 
 
PARLIAMENT/____________ SCHOOL/_______________________ 
  
 
 

 
Kangaroos penguins birds  bees  peacock lions  insects 
rabbits frogs geese toads whales fish oysters squirrels 
wolves dogs  elephants  fish hornets ants bats quail  owls 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 



 

 
    ANSWER KEY 
 
 
ARMY/ frogs    NEST/hornets 
 
COLONY/ ants or bats  WARREN/rabbits 
 
BED/ oysters    ROOKERY/penguins 
 
GAGGLE/ geese   TROOP/kangaroos 
 
KNOT/toads    PRIDE/lions 
  
HERD/ elephants    SWARM/insects--gnats, mosquitoes.. 
 
DRAY/squirrels   MUSTER/peacocks 
 
BEVY/quail    PACK/wolves 
 
FLOCK/birds    POD/whales 
 
HIVE/bees    LITTER/dogs, kittens 
 
PARLIAMENT/owls  SCHOOL/ fish  
  

 


