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Language Arts/Social Studies

The Suitcase Caper

TEKS:
8113.4. Social Studies, Grade 2.

(6) Geography. The student understands the locations and characteristics of places
and regions. The student is expected to

(B) locate the community, Texas, the United States, and selected countries on maps and
globes.

8110.4. English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 2.

(1) Listening/speaking/purposes. The student listens attentively and engages
actively in a variety of oral language experiences. The student is expected to:

(C) participate in rhymes, songs, conversations, and discussions (K-3);

(2) Listening/speaking/culture. The student listens and speaks to gain knowledge
of his/her own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of
cultures. The student is expected to:

(B) compare language and oral traditions (family stories) that reflect
customs, regions, and cultures (K-3).

(3) Listening/speaking/audiences/oral grammar. The student speaks appropriately
to different audiences for different purposes and occasions. The student is
expected to:

(C) ask and answer relevant questions and make contributions in small or
large group discussions (K-3);



(4) Listening/speaking/communication. The student communicates clearly by
putting thoughts and feelings into spoken words. The student is expected to:

(A) use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences
(K-3);

(14) Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and
purposes, and in various forms. The student is expected to:

(A) write to record ideas and reflections (K-3);
(B) write to discover, develop, and refine ideas (1-3);

(15) Writing/penmanship/capitalization/punctuation. The student composes
original texts using the conventions of written language such as capitalization and
penmanship to communicate clearly. The student is expected to:

(A) gain increasing control of aspects of penmanship such as pencil grip,
paper position, stroke, and posture, and using correct letter formation,
appropriate size, and spacing (2);

(B) use word and letter spacing and margins to make messages readable
(1-2);

(C) use basic capitalization and punctuation correctly such as capitalizing
names and first letters in sentences, using periods, question marks, and
exclamation points (1-2); and

(D) use more complex capitalization and punctuation with increasing
accuracy such as proper nouns, abbreviations, commas, apostrophes, and
quotation marks (2).

Objective:

Student will create an original story using a writing prompt. Student will
locate their community, Texas, the United States, and selected country
(Mexico) on map.

Focus:

Ask students if anyone has ever traveled before? Then, bring in a suitcase
with airline insignia on it. Have students brainstorm the following: What are
some things you can tell me about this suitcase?



What do you think is inside the suitcase? Who do you think the suitcase
belongs to? By looking at it, where do you think it might have seen in its
own suitcase life?

Engage:

Items in suitcase: Map of the Yucatan, photos from trip, video of iguana
chases, field clothes, my “Rainforest hat.” Reuvisit the idea that these
souvenirs and suitcase mark the things that make a trip noteworthy, or
special. These will vary depending on the destination and travel experiences
of the teacher. Students will be shown model of iguana before viewing the
video of the iguana in the Yucatan. Discuss the significance of each item
and what purpose it served. And share about an exciting journey you (the
teacher) have been on. By modeling the writing process as you share your
story.

Assessment: Then invite students to write their own.

At this time, students will share about one of their writing experiences.
Review the conventions of writing as the students are responsible fro
capitalization, punctuation, and neatness.

Students will use their own imaginations to create a story about the suitcase.
Their stories will include the following: 1.Who does it belong to?

2. Where has it been?

3. What did it see?

Closure: Come together and share. Display and invite others to come to your
very own “Suitcase show.”



