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Lesson Plan Summary: In this visual lesson plan, students will learn how to group and 
classify animals by their common characteristics and about the relationships between 
animals and humans, the environment, and other animals. At the end of this lesson, 
students will create a journal reflecting on what they have learned and will include 
information about one animal found on the TIDES website.   
 
 
Objectives: 
The student develops abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry in the field and the 
classroom. The student is expected to: 

• ask questions about organisms, objects, and events; 
• plan and conduct simple descriptive investigations; 
• compare results of investigations with what students and scientists know about the 

world. 
TEKS §112.4. Scientific processes, Grade 2. (b)(2)(A,B,C) 
 
The student knows that living organisms have basic needs. The student is expected to: 

• identify the external characteristics of different kinds of plants and animals that 
allow their needs to be met;  

• compare and give examples of the ways living organisms depend on each other 
and on their environments. 

TEKS §112.4. Science concepts, Grade 2. (b)(9)(A,B) 
 

 
Materials: 

• 12 x 18 construction paper 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Pencils 
• Chart paper 
• Markers 
• Picture books on animals (Examples from SFASU Ralph W. Steen Library: 

http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&asp
ect=basic_search&term=animal+kingdom&index=.GW&uindex=&oper=&ri=1&
session=12H1222130UM5.11424&menu=search&aspect=basic_search&npp=10
&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&ri=1&source=%7E%21marquis&sort=3100014
&limit=CO01+%3D+co_scc&go_sort_limit.x=8&go_sort_limit.y=17#focus  

 
• Selsam, Millicent E. (1966).  Benny’s Animals and How He Put Them in Order: 

http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=12H1222130UM5.11424&profile=
sfa&uri=link=3100006~!214228~!3100001~!3100002&aspect=basic_search&me
nu=search&ri=2&source=~!marquis&term=Benny%27s+animals%2C+and+how

http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&aspect=basic_search&term=animal+kingdom&index=.GW&uindex=&oper=&ri=1&session=12H1222130UM5.11424&menu=search&aspect=basic_search&npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&ri=1&source=%7E%21marquis&sort=3100014&limit=CO01+%3D+co_scc&go_sort_limit.x=8&go_sort_limit.y=17%23focus%20
http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&aspect=basic_search&term=animal+kingdom&index=.GW&uindex=&oper=&ri=1&session=12H1222130UM5.11424&menu=search&aspect=basic_search&npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&ri=1&source=%7E%21marquis&sort=3100014&limit=CO01+%3D+co_scc&go_sort_limit.x=8&go_sort_limit.y=17%23focus%20
http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&aspect=basic_search&term=animal+kingdom&index=.GW&uindex=&oper=&ri=1&session=12H1222130UM5.11424&menu=search&aspect=basic_search&npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&ri=1&source=%7E%21marquis&sort=3100014&limit=CO01+%3D+co_scc&go_sort_limit.x=8&go_sort_limit.y=17%23focus%20
http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&aspect=basic_search&term=animal+kingdom&index=.GW&uindex=&oper=&ri=1&session=12H1222130UM5.11424&menu=search&aspect=basic_search&npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&ri=1&source=%7E%21marquis&sort=3100014&limit=CO01+%3D+co_scc&go_sort_limit.x=8&go_sort_limit.y=17%23focus%20
http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&aspect=basic_search&term=animal+kingdom&index=.GW&uindex=&oper=&ri=1&session=12H1222130UM5.11424&menu=search&aspect=basic_search&npp=10&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=sfa&ri=1&source=%7E%21marquis&sort=3100014&limit=CO01+%3D+co_scc&go_sort_limit.x=8&go_sort_limit.y=17%23focus%20
http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=12H1222130UM5.11424&profile=sfa&uri=link=3100006%7E!214228%7E!3100001%7E!3100002&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=2&source=%7E!marquis&term=Benny%27s+animals%2C+and+how+he+put+them+in+order%2C+by+Millicent+E.+Selsam.+Pictures+by+Arnold+Lobel.&index=TITLE%23focus
http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=12H1222130UM5.11424&profile=sfa&uri=link=3100006%7E!214228%7E!3100001%7E!3100002&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=2&source=%7E!marquis&term=Benny%27s+animals%2C+and+how+he+put+them+in+order%2C+by+Millicent+E.+Selsam.+Pictures+by+Arnold+Lobel.&index=TITLE%23focus
http://devo.sfasu.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=12H1222130UM5.11424&profile=sfa&uri=link=3100006%7E!214228%7E!3100001%7E!3100002&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=2&source=%7E!marquis&term=Benny%27s+animals%2C+and+how+he+put+them+in+order%2C+by+Millicent+E.+Selsam.+Pictures+by+Arnold+Lobel.&index=TITLE%23focus


+he+put+them+in+order%2C+by+Millicent+E.+Selsam.+Pictures+by+Arnold+L
obel.&index=TITLE#focus 

 
• TIDES videos from the Caldwell Zoo 

o http://tides.sfasu.edu/Teachers/Tides/docs/VirtualExpeditions/virtualTitleInde
x.html  

 
• Animals from TIDES Caldwell Zoo collection: 

o Penguins 
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2009/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1
=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Caldwell&CISOBOX1=Penguins 

o Lions 
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2009/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1
=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Caldwell&CISOBOX1=Lions  

o Rhinoceros 
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2009/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1
=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Caldwell&CISOBOX1=Rhinoceroses 

o Parrots 
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2009/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1
=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Caldwell&CISOBOX1=Parrots 

o Giraffes 
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2009/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1
=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/Caldwell&CISOBOX1=Giraffes  

o TIDES Herpetology collection 
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2009/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=%2FHerpetology  

 
 
Directions: 
 

1. Tell the students that today they will be encountering animals from all over 
the world without even leaving the classroom. They will do this by visiting 
the TIDES website and going on Virtual Expeditions.  

2. Show students images of animals on the TIDES website. Lead the students in 
a discussion about the different animals they see, comparing and contrasting 
things like their size, coloring, natural habitat, and what they eat.  

3. Ask the students to name different ways in which animals can be grouped. 
Write these examples down so the whole class can see them.  

4. Have the students draw and label pictures of 5 to 10 different animals. 
Instruct the students to cut out these pictures and group them together by a 
common characteristic. Students should include a sentence explaining how 
the animals are grouped.  

5. Read the book Benny’s Animals to the class, making sure to stop at the point 
when the boys in the book are instructed to sort out their animals by whether 
or not they have a backbone. Have the students in the class sort their animals 
in the same fashion.  

6. Once students have completed this task, finish reading the book.  
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Assessment: 
Students will answer the following questions in their journal.  
 

1. Why is it important to group and classify animals?  
2. What can scientist do with this information?  
3. Pick one animal you learned about today and write down three new facts about 

that animal.  
 
*  This lesson was inspired by the lesson plan The Animal Kingdom, written by Janice 
Thayer. http://www.knowledge.state.va.us/cgi-bin/lesview.cgi?idl=882  
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