








Fireplace Log holder and Fire 
            Activity: 

Supplies: Sturdy 12" x  8" cardboard box (or another size appropriate for the 
fireplace), box cutter, 18 inch sticks (wood scraps, naturals sticks, dowel 
rods), masking tape, paint, brushes, tissue paper (red, yellow and orange), 
wire, glue and dry and painted Paper Mache logs 

Time:  Part 1 – Making log holder: 20 minutes with 2 - 4 students 
 Part 2 – Drying: allow to dry overnight 
 Part 3 – Painting: 10 minutes with 1 or 2 students 
 Part 4 – Fire: 20 minutes with 2 students 
Note to Instructor:  There are several artistic methods for creating the fire.  

Outlined  here is just one example of this particular  class’s creativity.  At 
one point the class wanted to use a small fan under the logs to blow tissue 
paper in the form of fire.  A box cutter was used to cut a hole prior to 
placing the sticks. Feel free to explore other methods and see what your 
own class comes up with.  

Instructor Prep work:  Make sure Paper Mache logs are ready to use prior to this 
project. 

Students Examples: IMG_3132.jpg, IMG_3128.jpg 
 1. Tape box closed on all sides.   
 2. Place sticks on top of box so that they hang off both sides a little bit and 

tape into place.  
 3. Paint box and sticks black and allow time to dry. 
 4. Place logs onto holder. If necessary, use a little bit of tape to keep them in 

position.  
 5. Twist wire together and around logs, moving wire to look like flames. 
 6. Glue tissue paper onto wire and connect to other wire. Also glue crumpled 
tissue onto logs and tops of wire. 

http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/Digital&CISOPTR=2958&CISOBOX=1&REC=1
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/Digital&CISOPTR=2955&CISOBOX=1&REC=2


Flowers 
      Technique Discussion:  
  Tissue paper is thin and delicate. Take your time when separating the tissue 

paper and handle the material gently or else it will rip. Color selection 
should focus on the values of one or two colors per flower.  This will 
provide a realistic appearance on the stage.  

            Activity: 
Supplies: multi colored tissue paper, scissors, green pipe cleaners, Flower 

Illustration. 
Time: 10 to 15 minutes for each student to make one flower.  
Note to Instructor: Allow every student to make one flower and choose the best 

flowers to be used in the production. This is a fun project and easy way to 
fully involve the whole class.  

Instructor Prep work: If the tissue paper is in large sheets, the instructor may 
pre-cut tissue paper to the appropriate size prior to the activity.  

Students Examples: IMG_3138.jpg , IMG_3129.jpg, IMG_3128.jpg 
1.  Instruct the students to select at least 8 sheets of the colors they wish to 

use on their flowers. The sheets should be no larger than 10” x 8” for large 
flowers, and 8” x 4” for small flowers. 

2. Stack the paper together and trim the edges.  The student may cut the 
edges in a wavy pattern or simply round them off. 

   3. Fold the paper accordion style.  
   4. Wrap a green pipe cleaner around the center of the folded paper. 
   5. Gently unfold the paper on both sides of the center. 

6. Gently separate the tissue paper from the paper below, pulling the paper 
into and up the center of the flower.   

7. Gently shape the tissue paper into a round flower shape.  Add another 
green pipe cleaner to extend the stem.  Leaf shapes can also be shaped out 
of pipe cleaners and added to the stem.    

 

http://tides.sfasu.edu/Teachers/LessonPlans/AlisaRipley/TissueFlowerSketch.pdf
http://tides.sfasu.edu/Teachers/LessonPlans/AlisaRipley/TissueFlowerSketch.pdf
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/Digital&CISOPTR=2962&CISOBOX=1&REC=2
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/Digital&CISOPTR=2956&CISOBOX=1&REC=1
http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/Digital&CISOPTR=2955&CISOBOX=1&REC=3




  Glassware  
 
        Technique Discussion:  

 In order to create glass props for the production, the class will be enhancing glass 
found among old supplies or in our homes.  This is a typical prop technique used with 
a multitude of objects.  Imagination is an important part of prop construction.  
Recycling objects or old props is a successful option in the theater.  

              Activity: 
 Supplies:  Old glassware objects, enamel paint, paintbrushes, and water. 

Time: 10 - 20 minutes, depending on the number of students and the number of 
objects to be painted. 
Note to Instructor: Any glassware can be used and the enamel paint can be scraped 
off once production is complete.  If the student makes a mistake while painting, the 
paint can be removed, while wet, with water.   
Instructor Prep work: Create a designated area where the objects will not be 
disturbed while drying. 

 Students Examples: IMG_3143.jpg, IMG_3138.jpg, IMG_3128.jpg, IMG_3129.jpg 
1. Make sure all glassware objects are clean of dust, washed, and dry.  
2. Apply the enamel paint to the glass.  The paint may seem to be runny on the 

glass.  This is normal – simply spread the color evenly around the glass. 
3. Students may paint decorations or just solid colors.  Be careful not to touch 

the paint while wet – it will rub off. 
   4. Once painted, place the glassware in the designated drying area and allow 1 or 

2 days to dry.  
 



Knives and Swords 
        Technique Discussion: 

 Costume props are a common demand of the prop designer. These objects will be 
used by the actors/actress and will occasionally break.  It’s a good idea to make 
back-up props just in case.   

             Activity:      
Supplies: Cardboard, box cutter, marker, Duct tape, black paint, brushes, water, 
Knife/Sword Example. 
Time: 15 - 20 minutes per knife or sword with one student working. 
Note to Instructor: Students will want to start playing with these automatically. 
They should be reminded that play-acting during class time is against the rules.  
Instructor Prep work: Be prepared to use the box cutter. 
Students Examples: DSCN0649.JPG 

   1. Have students draw the knife or sword onto the cardboard using the 
marker.  These 

   objects should be life size.   
2. The instructor should use the box cutter to cut out the objects.  
3. Cover the metal part of the knife or sword with the duct tape. 
4. Paint the handle black, and allow time to dry before using. 
5. Detailed designs can be drawn onto the duct tape, if desired. 

 

http://tides.sfasu.edu:2006/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/Digital&CISOPTR=2967&CISOBOX=1&REC=1





